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Academy of Hope’s Founding Vision, Mission, Programs and Impact
The Academy of Hope began in January 1985, when four students and two volunteer teachers, Marja Hilfiker and Gayle Boss, came together to study for the General Educational Development Exam (GED) in a small room of an Adams-Morgan apartment building. The founding vision of the Academy was for it to be…“A school in which the main subject for everyone, teachers and students alike, is not reading, writing or math, but hope.  Hope comes only when we care and are cared for.  In this Academy, all of us are teachers because all of us can care for one another; all of us are students since all of us need to be cared for.”
Academy of Hope’s mission is to change lives and improve our community by providing high-quality adult education in a supportive and empowering environment.  We provide low-income adults basic reading, writing and math instruction; the opportunity to earn a high school credential through either GED preparation or the External Diploma Program; computer training; preparation for successful transition to postsecondary education or training; and career counseling services.
During times of economic crisis and high unemployment, Academy of Hope’s mission and purpose are critical to building the human capital infrastructure needed to support economic development in years to come.  While the District of Columbia has some of the highest rates of graduate education, the city also has a staggering rate of illiteracy.  Approximately one in five adult DC residents lack basic literacy skills. Another 10 to 15 percent function with only basic literacy skills, which means  they can read only materials that are simple and clearly laid out. Low literacy skills and less than a high school education make adults and their families much more likely to experience poverty, substandard housing, poor health, unemployment and homelessness.
  

Studies also show that children of parents who have not completed high school are much less likely to graduate themselves, making this an intergenerational problem.  When parents improve their reading, writing, and math skills, they are much more likely to become involved in their children’s education.  Increased education helps our adult learners provide financial stability for their children and overall improve the well being of their families.  
At Academy of Hope our driving purpose is to help adults acquire the skills and confidence they need to make positive changes in their lives in order to meet their goals.  During 2009-2010 Academy of Hope adult learners met hundreds of goals for themselves, including the following:

· 37 earned high school credentials;

· 182 increased reading and/or math skills by a grade level or more;

· 31 met employment-related goals;

· 15 were placed in postsecondary education and another 19 either place into or completed vocational training;
· 51 reported becoming more involved in their children’s education or literacy activities.
How RPCV/w Can Best Assist Academy of Hope
Academy of Hope’s core values are Community, Acceptance, Respect, Empowerment and Service. We embrace, accept and welcome all forms of diversity, including, for example, age, gender, health, economic status, ethnic background, religious belief, and cultural identity.  We foster these goals by teaching each other about our local communities and about countries around the world.  This is a setting in which RPCVs can flourish.  

In particular, RPCV/w can assist Academy of Hope in several ways: 

· Recruit RPCVs to speak about their countries of service at Academy of Hope’s weekly lunch gatherings or to provide information to teachers and students or establish pen-pals between schools or communities in their countries of service and AoH classes.
· Recruit RPCVs and friends, co-workers and family to volunteer time as teachers or tutors.  Volunteers teach math, reading, writing, social studies, science, and computer literacy classes.  Volunteers can also serve as tutors, working one-on-one with students in our GED classes, External Diploma Program or college bridge classes.

· For those who can’t make an ongoing weekly commitment, we also need volunteers to provide help with program support (filing, data entry, staffing the front desk, etc) and with development activities (help stuffing envelopes for appeals, help planning events or assisting the day of events).

· Advocate for Academy of Hope and the need for and benefits of adult education services in DC.  Include a link to our site on the RPCV/w website.

· Recruit students by spreading the word about our programs and services.

· Fundraise for the Academy of Hope.

History of Academy of Hope and RPCV/w
Academy of Hope has not had a formal relationship with RPCV/w but we have had a long history of RPCV involvement in our community of learners.  I (Patricia DeFerrari) am an RPCV who served in Sri Lanka from 1983 to 1985.  I first became involved in Academy of Hope as a volunteer science teacher in 2001.  In June 2002 I joined the staff as a full-time employee and have been here ever since.  There have been several other RPCVs who have served as volunteer teachers at AoH, including Mike Ollinger (Philippines 1982-84), who has been one of our lead evening program writing instructors for 15 years and continues in this role today.  In addition, two of our Executive Directors were RPCVs – Susan Ely (Haiti 1987, Costa Rica 1988-90) and Bob Wittig (Ukraine 1992-94).

� DC LEARNs, Literacy Facts (January 2007); National Center for Education Statistics, State and County Estimates of Low Literacy based on 2003 National Assessment of Adult Literacy (nces.ed.gov/naal/estimates – 5/13/09); Center for Law and Social Policy, Beyond Stimulus: Shoring UP the Safety Net, Securing the American Dream (November 2008)
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