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Organization name: 
WE ARE FAMILY SENIOR OUTREACH NETWORK
Primary contact name, address, e-mail, and telephone:

Mark Andersen

1405 Monroe Street NW WDC 20010

marka@wearefamilydc.org
202-487-8698

Summary of mission/purpose:

     We Are Family brings advocacy, services, organizing, and companionship into the homes of inner-city elderly, while helping to build friendships across boundaries like race, class, religion, age, culture, nationality, language, and sexual orientation. 
     We Are Family was born in 2004 with a donation from local multi-platinum punk band Good Charlotte and its ally, Positive Force DC, to senior leaders and their friends at St. Aloysius Catholic Church in the North Capitol Street neighborhood. This unique intersection of young and old, black, brown, and white, faith-based and secular, came together to address a growing community crisis of poverty, violence, and affordable housing. With support from a long-standing social service agency, Northwest Settlement House, we expanded our work dramatically, beginning to also serve the Columbia Heights area in 2007, and becoming an independent 501(c)(3) non-profit the following year.
     Grounded in grassroots senior leadership, and with a paid staff of only 1½, We Are Family serves 550 isolated, low-income seniors each month. We provide free rides to stores, medical appointments, and community events, deliver free monthly and emergency grocery bags, as well as Thanksgiving baskets, holiday gifts, and personalized birthday cards. We also assist seniors with Social Security, Medicare, or other benefits, while providing legal aid, organizing assistance, or other critical resources.  In the process, we connect our seniors to broader community, creating a network of caring eyes and ears that help them to continue to live at home, “aging in place” as they wish.
     We do an immense amount on slender resources by mobilizing hundreds of volunteers, starting with senior leaders. More than a social service agency, we are an experiment in building caring, just, and inclusive community, where there is a place for everyone, no one is forgotten, and where every person truly matters.  We are family in the deepest sense; standing up and looking out for each other.
     Our mission dovetails wonderfully with the vision of RPCV/W in seeking a community that celebrates the extraordinary diversity of the greater Washington area and world cultures.  One single senior building we serve—Kelsey Apartments in Columbia Heights—is home to seniors from at least 13 different countries! In addition, our partnerships with both Georgetown and George Washington Universities have brought students from around the world into relationship with our seniors. As We Are Family draws seniors and volunteers together across the boundaries that so often keep us apart, we are helping promote a better understanding of other peoples on the part of Americans. Our emphasis on educating our volunteers and seniors helps to inform the public on matters relating to economic development of our neighborhoods—especially the powerful and often destructive force of gentrification--while drawing parallels to global development challenges. We have benefited from RPCV/W’s focus on encouraging continuing volunteer involvement of its members in serving the needs of their local communities by welcoming both individual returned Peace Corps volunteers and working with RPCV groups.  Given this extraordinary overlap in goals and vision, and our existing relationship, We Are Family is eager to partner with RPCV/W more formally, to build upon this potential to the benefit of our seniors and our DC metropolitan community—and world—in general.
Summary of past involvement with RPCV/W:

     We Are Family has been blessed to not only have numerous individual returned Peace Corps members as volunteers and donors, but to have groups organized directly by RPCV/W come to serve our seniors several times, often coordinated by Cara George, Community Service Director.  We were touched when after the first such collaboration, Cara wrote that “I'd like to thank you, on behalf of the Returned Peace Corps Volunteers of Washington DC, for inviting our organization to participate in We Are Family's grocery packing and delivery. The feedback by our members was overwhelmingly positive, both on the work that was done, and on you as an effective and dynamic organizer.” 
     We have collaborated several times since, and have come to recognize Peace Corps members as a special gift to a volunteer-driven group such as We Are Family, striving to meet tremendous need with often the most slender of resources. Finding ourselves short on volunteers and cars at one grocery delivery, we split the RPCV/W contingent into small groups with a special responsibilities, believing that we could count on them to get the job done, given their past experience… and we were right, as they came through with flying colors! The language skills of the Peace Corps volunteers have also come in handy, as we serve seniors who are doubly challenged, first by poverty, but also by language barriers. Our past collaboration with volunteers from RPCV/W have left us eager to expand and deepen our partnership, in service to our seniors and our broader community and world.
In what capacity could RPCV/W be an asset:

The spirit of volunteerism at the heart of the mission of RPCV/W is also the engine that drives the work of We Are Family. Without our volunteers, we could not hope to meet the needs of our seniors. Beyond the practical necessity, We Are Family believes in the inherent value of volunteering, of taking personal responsibility to address social ills and build community.  While we fight to defend the often imperiled social safety net provided by government programs, our ultimate goal is not simply to create a paid class of professional do-gooders. No, our aim is to revitalize the simple yet revolutionary concept of neighbors watching out and standing up for neighbors, past all boundaries such as race, religion, nationality, language or sexual orientation. This perspective is at once profoundly local, yet universal, stretching past simple concern for those in close physical proximity, to the embrace of our global human family. This recognition, in the end, is the true root of and hope for peace. If we do not see each other as sisters and brothers, and look out for one another, who will? This is the simple question that We Are Family puts forward on a daily basis while inviting people into our work. RPCV/W’s ability to harness a large network of like-minded individuals to serve the greater good—recruiting volunteers, raising money, spreading the word--is not only entirely in tune with the We Are Family approach, but urgently necessary to serve the growing need.
Are any members currently part of RPCV/W:

As already mentioned, Cara George has been active on an on-going basis as well as numerous other returned Peace Corps volunteers such as Deidre Swesnik, Matt Hix, and Shawn Davis.
[image: image2.jpg]ROCHR ST i NEY:* FRMN I, 1% U0 = (Rl 4RI
leelaiars - waniesarsiunibdsans




